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Officials Say He ‘Made a Bad Mistake

U.S. Feared Soviets Could
Make Daniloff Look Guilty

By RONALD J. OSTROW, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON-U.S. officials
said Wednesday that they went to
unusual lengths to avoid a Soviet
trial of American correspondent
Nicholas Daniloff, partly for fear
the Soviets could put together a
seemingly credible espionage case.

They sZid their concern for what
might come out of a Kremlin-or-
chestrated show trial stemmed
from the fact that Danilﬁff ac-
knowledged receiving a Russian
map thegtgturned out to be star_nped
“secret” and had contact with a
Russian priest now believed tobe a
KGB agent.

Theag officials emphasized that
they were not suggesting that they
believed Daniloff was, in fact, in-
volved in spying but that the
Soviets might have been abie to
portray his actions in a light em-
barrassing to the U.S. News &
World Report correspondent and to
the United States.

U.S. officials from the President
on down continue to proclaim Dan-
iloff’s innocence of espionage
charges. But a State Department
official said Wednesday that in
taking possession of the “secret”

map from a Soviet acquaintance, -

Daniloff “made a bad mistake and
something had to be done to correct
iL"

Adding to their concern, an Ad-
ministration source said, U.S. offi-
cials had detected signs that Dani-
loff was weakening under
psychological pressures being ap-
plied to him in Moscow’s Lefortovo
Prison. He was showing signs of
“Stockholm syndrome” —the ten-
dency of prisoners to identify with
their captors—the official said.

“Daniloff had problems and that

heipe explain the

steps we took,” said one govern-

mez:nsI gmw involved in the mat-

ter.* Was very, very important to

avoid a trial.”

complex desl ehprmpy D the
ex engineered by the

Reagan Administration to win his

freedom. The agreement included

* the almost-simultaneous release of

a Soviet spy in New York and
Moscow’s agreement to free g

prominent Soviet dissident in Sibe-
ria by Oct. 7, as well as next week’s
meeting between President Rei-
gan and Soviet leader Mikhail S.
Gorbachev in Iceland.

‘Mentally Manipulated’

Responding to the suggestion
that Daniloff was showing signs of
Stockholm syndrome while in So-
viet custody, U.S. News editor
David R. Gergen said Wednesday:
“I don’t know if I would go that far,
but it was very clear he had been
mentally manipulated. It seemed
he was tiring at the end (of his
imprisonment). . . . Over time, we
thought mental torture could have
an impact. .

“They essentially can make yqu
say black is white and then have
you sign a document on it.”

Daniloff, in an interview
Wednesday night, rejected the
suggestion that he identified with
his captors or sympathized with
them. During his interrogation by a
KGB colonel, Deniloff said, “it
became clearer and clearer that he

'was bent on fabricating a case that
would make me look like a spy.

“I always looked on him with
considerable trepidation. There
was no love lost,” said Daniloff,
describing the sessions as “extraor-
dinarily unpleasant.”

The potentially incriminating
map depicted areas of Afghanistan
and had the word secret stamped on
it in Russian, according to a U.S.
government source involved in the
case. It was included in a group of
documents that Daniloff received
in the summer of 1985 from a
Soviet acquaintance known to him
as Misha. Daniloff has said he sent
material from Misha to his maga-
zine, but that it was not published.

Misha was later identified as
Mikhail Anatolevich Luzin.

Daniloff was arrested by the
KGB Aug. 30 in a Moscow park,
immediately after Misha handed
‘him another envelope containing
photographs and maps, one of
‘which the government source said
was the same as the Afghanistan
map he had been given a year
earlier. :

A U. S. News official described
the document as “a very foggy
picture of a map that appeared to be
on a bomd—a troop placement
thing.” It was among a number of
photographs that Misha told Dani-
loff had been taken by Soviet
soldiers and sent home from Af-
ghanistan.

The other photos were of Soviet
tanks and personnel in Afghani-
stan, a U.S. News official said. The
material was stored in the maga-

zine's files and not printed, he said.

An intelligence source said he
Wwas puzzled by Daniloff’s dealings
with Misha.

“Misha worked the hotels in
Frunze,” the Soviet city where
Daniloff first met him in 1982, the
Source said. “He introduced himself
to foreigners and offered to show
them the sights,” an activity he
would not have been permitted to
pursue without KGB endorsement,
the source said.

By all accounts, the Russian
priest, Father Roman Potemykyn,
offered in December, 1984, to pro-
vide Daniloff with information
about religious discord in the Sovi-
et Union. Government sources said
Daniloff grew wary of the man,
who later was described by Ruth
Daniloff, the correspondent’s wife,
as “a bogus priest whom the KGB
sicked on” her husband.

Envoy Expelled

A U.S. government source said
the man, who referred to himself as
Father Roman, was later contacted
by Paul M. Stombaugh, a political
officer with the U.S. Embassy in
Moscow who was accused of spy-
ing, declared persona non grata and
gg;lled from the country in June,

knTh? gover&x:legt sﬁrceﬁ ac-
owledging that Stombaugh was
a CIA case agent, said the Soviets
were likely to cite his approach to
Father Roman as evidence that
Daniloff had close ties to the intel-
ligence agency.
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